

 


Orkney Archaeology Society
Annual General Meeting
28 May 2019

Present 
58 people

Apologies 
None received.

Minutes of last AGM 
The minutes of the meeting held on 22 May 2018 were reviewed and agreed with no amendments.

Update from the Chair 
Martin gave a presentation on the highlights for OAS over the last 12 months.  

It was noted that there had been lots of very positive activity, with the usual round of public events and talks, involvement in community archaeology and several archaeology projects supported through grant aid.   As always, this came down to the hard work of the Board and all volunteers and they were all thanked for their continued support for archaeology in Orkney.

The positive and close working relationship between OAS and the Ness of Brodgar Trust continues to be a strength and OAS has also been very pleased this year
to support projects including Swandro, The Cairns and elsewhere.  It was noted that Christine Northage, a previous Board member, had stood down from the Board after the end of the Shop Season in 2018.  Christine had organised the OAS shop at the Ness for 2 years and her hard work was much appreciated by all.  

The OAS paper on sustainable tourism, discussed at last years AGM, has been well received but it has proven to be to difficult to get as involved as we would like with the various bodies, not through want of trying.  This continues to be a priority for the Board and will be a focus for the coming year.  

Finally, it was noted that the 2019 OAS Review which has just been published and is bigger and better than ever, this is now a real asset for OAS and a valuable record of the archaeology taking place across all of Orkney.  Thanks given to George Vickers, the Editor, and all contributors for their excellent articles and photographs.

Update from the Secretary
Hayley presented her written report.  Changes in the Board over the last 12 months were noted.  Of particular note has been the St Magnus Graffiti Project, which we have been funded from the HLF and which started earlier this year.  It is a very exciting project and we have over 70 volunteers who have been trained by UHI Archaeology Institute in how to record the graffiti in the cathedral.  We will be suspending the project over the Summer due to the number of visitors in the cathedral and starting again in the Autumn.

Organisationally, this has been the first year that OAS has been operating as a SCIO. This took longer than anticipated but was due to issues around setting up the bank accounts and dealing with the fact that over £2000 of income comes to OAS into the ‘old’ bank account which, had it been closed initially, would have been a significant drop in income to the Charity.  All members were written to with their copy of the 2019 OAS Review and encouraged to move their standing orders to the new bank.  This has gone well so far and will be followed up over the summer.  The old bank account will be closed in the Autumn and then steps will be taken to close the old Charity (OAS) in favour of the new one (OAS SCIO).

Treasurer’s report and Adoption of the Accounts 
[bookmark: _GoBack]The accounts were available in the meeting and agreed without comment.  Noted that all expenditure has been as OAS SCIO, not OAS.

Appointment of competent person to scrutinise the accounts 
Agreed to continue to VAO.

Review of membership and subscriptions 
The Membership report was presented by Anna Gudge, and agreed by the AGM.

Election of Trustees to the Board of the Society 
The current Board members stood down as per the constitution.  All were then re-elected. 

The Board will meet immediately after the AGM to agree the officer positions.  For the minutes, the Board Trustees are Martin Carruthers, Hayley Green, George Vickers, Anna Gudge, Kathleen Stevenson, Mark Newton, David Drever, Joe Horrocks, Colin Richards, Jan Blatchford, Kath Page, Julie Cassidy, Terri-Jane White and Moira Parker.

Resolutions 
None notified

Any Other AGM Business
None. 

Meeting closed at 19.45,   


The AGM was then followed by a talk from Dan Lee (ORCA) and Scott Timpany (UHI Archaeology Institute) on Discovering Hidden Kirkwall: results of the Kirkwall Townscape Heritage Initiative Archaeology Programme 2016 - 17




